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b | Abraham Lincoln as an Advocate of Preparedness in His Civil
War Utterances; an Exponent of Peace and Abhorred Militarism

Alraham

e EMPERAMENTALLY,
i ! Lincoln wns remote from militar
{sm, yet when Fate lined him "
i f agningt one of the sternest neees:
gltles a man cotld know, he ranged
i himselt- “*anch heart, spnclous
o mind ani noble soul—behind one
i of the greatest milltary move
ments in history.
e did not want war, hut when
it had to be lie rose with all the
power of his big frame, his clenr Intellect and his
] firm purpose, confidently, to push It to a snecessful
f fssue. Always he endeavored (o dissoclate Ahra.
ham Lineoln the man, about whose abillties he waa
persistently diffident, from Abmham Lincoln the
A gelected Tepresentative of the great A merican people,
i who, ns such, would how to nong
Early Campaigning.
e In apening the campalgn for his electlon as United
it : States Senntor from Illinois, in 1858, Mr. Lincoln

made a speech, which he said wang carefully pro-
pared, but explained that he was not a mnster of
education, that he had not a fine edueation and 4hat
he was not capable of cntering into “a disquisition
of dialectics, a8 T helleve you callit.”

“If we could first know where we are nnd whither
we are tending we counld better Judge what to do
and how to do 1t Mr. Lincoln sald In addressing
the Convention. *We are now farinto the fifth year
of a polley which was adopted with the avowed ob-
ject and confldent promise of putting an end to
slavery agltatlon. Under that polley the agltation
has not ofly not ceased but hns constantly aug-
mented. In my opinfon It will not cease until a crisis
has been reached and passed, A house divided
ngninst {tself cannot stand, I belleve this country
cannot endnre permanently half ghve and half free.
I do not expect the Unlon to be dissolved and I do
not expect the hoase to fall. It will become all one
thing or the other.”

He concluded hls address with lhe words:—

“Our eause, then, must be Intrusted to, and eon-
ducted by, Its own undoubted Criends—those whose
hands are free, whose hearts are In the work—who
do care for the result. Two yews ago the repnb-
licans of the natlon mustered over thirteen hundred
thousand strong. We did this under the single im-
pulse of reslstance to a common danger, with every
external circumstance against us, Of strange, dis-
cordant and even hostlle clements we gathered from
the four winds, and formed and fought the battle
through, nnder the constant hot fire of a disclplined,
proud and pampered enemy. Dil we brave all to
falter now, when the same enemy is wavering, dls-
severed and belllgerent? The result is not doubtful.
We shall not fall—if we stand firm, we shall not
fail. Wise counsels may accelerale or mistakes de-
lay it; but, sooner or Inter, the vletory is sure to
come.”

In a speech before the Young Men's Republican

Club of New York he sald:—"Nelther let us bé slan- |

dered from our duty by false accusntions agalnst us
nor frightened from it by menaces of destruction to
the government, nor of dungeons lo ourselves, Let
us have faith that right muakes might, and In that
falth let us, to the end, dare to dv our duty as we
understand 1.

On this visit to New York lLe met a friend and
asked him low he bad fared siuce e bad left Spring-
field, 1. The man replied that be bad mwade and
lost a hundred thionsand dollars. Mr, Lincoln sald
that be had bis cottage and S3.00, If he beoame
Vice President, as seemed possible, e hoped to have
§20,000, which, he asserted, was ay much as o man
ought to bave.

Journey to the Capital.

Instead of the Vice Presidency Mr, Lincoin found
himself the incurmbent of the chair of the Chief Mug-
Istraey, deeply sensible of his respousibilities aod
begglng the co-operation of the grouit American| peo-
ple, whose servant he felt himself to be. This ap-
je peal rau through the speeches that be wade as Le pros
teeded slowly to the national eapltal,

“1 am deeply senslble of the welght of the respousi-
: bility which rests upon me In the position to which
- the votes of the Amerlean people huve called me,” he
acknowledged, I cannot but Lknow, what you all
know, that without a nume, perliaps without a reasoy
wihy I should Luve a name, there hus fallen upou me
a task such us did not rest even upn the Muther of
His Country; and so feeling, I caunot but tarn wod
lluak for support, without which it will be fmpossible
tor me to perforin that greut task, | wuen, theu, and

o look to the preat Awmericnn people sud to that God
- who bas never forsaken them,

b “1 bave received frum svme n degree of crewit for
:15' baviog kept silence in regurd to the policy of the new

ndmduistratlou, und rrew others depreclution, 1 still
think 1 was right.  In the varylng and repeatedly
shittlng sceues of the present, and without a prece
dent which could enuble we w judge by the past, it
has seewed flttog that before  speaking upon the
difficulties of the country I shoudl buve guived a
view of the whole field, so as to be suve, after all, at
liberty tu chunge und wodify the course of policy us
- future events way muke o change neeessury,”
't Iu unotber city Le suld:—“ln every shore address
i L bave mude to the people, fn every crowd througi
which I buve pussed of lule, sowme wllusion has Leen
wude to the distracted state of the country, he
coud{tion of the country is au extraordinury oue and
Lils the wind of every patriot wilh anxlety, It s
wy iwteution to give this subject all the consideru-
o L possibly cun belore specially deciding in re-
gurd to Ity su thut, when 1 do spesk, it may be as
nearly right as possible. When 1 do speak 1 hope 1
glell say notblng 1 opposition to the spirlt of the
constitution, coutrary to the integrity of the Union,
or which will prove Inlwical to the liberties of the
people or to the peace of the whole country, * ¢ »
If the great Awericun people ouly keep thelr temper
on both sldes of the line the trouble will come Lo an
¢nd, and the question that now distracts the country
will be setiled, as all other difficultles of a llke char-
aeter which lave originnted o the government have
4 been adjusted.”

In respounse to a speech by Mayor Wood In New
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York city Lincoln asserted:—*There Is nothing that
vould bring me {o consent—wlillingly to cousent—
to the destruction of this Unlon, in which not only
the great clty of New York but the whole country
has acquired its grentness, unlesst it wounld be that
thing for which the Union was made. | understand
that the ship 15 made for the carrying nmd preservie-
tion of the cargy, and so long as the ship 4 safe with
the cargo it shall not be abandoned. So long as it is
possible that the prosperity und libertles of this peo-
ple can be preseeved within (his Union It shull be wy
purpose at all times t preserve it

Debt to the Founders.

In Philadelphin he sald of Independence Hall, In
which e was speaking:—

oI bLave never bad a feellng, politically, that did
not gpring from the seutiments embodied [u the Dece-
laration of lndependence, 1 have often pondered
over the dangers which were Inceurred Ly the men
who assewbled bere and friped and adopted that
Declaration of Indepeudencey, 1 have poundered over
the tolls that were endured by the offleers and sol-
diers of the army who tchiwed that independence.
1 bave often lnquired of myself what great principle
or Idea It was that kept this confederacy so loug -
gether, 1t was not the merc matter ol the separition
of the colonies from the motherland, but thar senti-
ment in the Declaration of lndepeudence which guve
liberty not alone to the people of this countey but, 1
bope, to the world for all fuare time. It was that
which gave promise that, In due thwe, the weight
would be lifted from the shoulders of all men, Can
the country be saved on this basis? If it can 1 wilil
consider myself one of the lapplest men In the world
if 1 can help to save it. 1T lteannot be suved on that
pasts it will be truly awful, But if this country
cannot be saved without glving up that princlple I
wis about to say 1 would rather be nssusslnated on
thls spot than surrender it. 1 have said nothing but
what I am willing to live by, and, If 1t be the pleas-
ure of Almlghty God, die by."

Referring to the fuct that the attack upon Fort
gumter hud forced upon the country the distinet is-
sue, “lmmediate dissolution or blood," Lincoln thzm

conviuded |n his message to Congress July §i—

“And thly issue embraces more than the Cite of the
Unlted Sttes. It presents to the whole fuwmily of
man the question whether a constitutional vepublle or
democracy | government of the people by the suine
people) i or cannot waintain s integrity ugnlnse
{ts domestic foes. 1t forees us to ask, ‘Is there, lu all
republics, (bis inberent and fuwl wenkness? Must
& guvernent of necessity be too stroug tor the liber-
ties of its own people or too weak W wulutaiy s
uwl existence?

“So viewlng the fssue, no cholee was left bue to
call out the witr power of the governwment, aud so to
resist Loree ewployed for its destruction by Loree em-
ployed for lts preservvation.

“1t uty be atfirmed without extravagunce that the
free jnsutitions that we enjoy have 'uevewoped the
powers aut improved the couditlon vf our wlol peo-
ple beyonl any exawple In the world. Su luge o
force us the governwent now his ou foot wis jevet
pefore known without a soldier in It but whe has
tukien lils place there of Lis own free choice. But
wore thun chis, there uare iy slugle reginents
wiise wenbers pussess full practical kuowledge of
all the arts, sciences, professious il whintever else,
whethier useful or elegant, Is Known i the worll, aud
there 1s sereely, oue from which thers could not be
gelected o President, a Cubinel, u Cougress, and per-
Ltk s COUKE, abundantly competent to udminiswr the
government iself.

“As n private citlzen the Execullve could nol have
consented that these institutions shall perish, much
less could he, In betrayal of so vust and so sucied a
trust as these free people have conflded to bim, IHe
felt thut he had no moral right to shrink or even to
count the chances of his own life, ln what might fol-
low, lu full view of hls grent responstbllity be has
so far dong what he has deemed hls duty. You wlil
now, aceoding to your judgment, perform yours,”

Thus gently he phrased bis ultimatum, which on
the battletiold of Gettysburg he was to expouid 5o
sueelnetly and so. beautifully that so long as the na-
tion endures 1t will fall inspiringly upon the eurs of
gucceeding generations.

“Fourscore and seven yeurs ago our fathers
brought forth upon this continent a new nation, con-
ceived In liberty, and dedicated to the propositior
that all men are created equal,” runs the rhyth
mical declarntion, “Now we are engaged In n gren!
clvll war, testing whether that natlon, or any natlor
so concelved and so dedicated, can long endure. Wi
are met on o great buttlefield of that war. We an
met to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting
place of those who here gave their lives that thui
nation might live. It is altogether fltting and propel
that we should do this. * * * It s for us, the
living, ruther to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work that they have thus far so nobly carried on.
1t is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great
tusk rewnining before us; that from these honored
dead we tuke [pereased devotion to the cnuse for
which they here gave the last full mensure of de-
votion:; that we here Lighly resolve that the dend
shull not bave died In valn; that the nation shall,
under God, have a new birth of frecdom, and that
government of the people, by the people, nnd for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Recounting Their Mercies,

Frequently through the trying years of ‘the war
Lincoln exhorted the people to glve thanks, recount-
lng to thew their mercles.

“The yeur that 1s drawing toward. its close has becn
filled with the blesslngs of fruitful flelds and health-
ful skies,” he wrote in 1803, “To these bountles,
wldeh are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone
to forget the source from which they come, others
have been added which are of so extraordluary a
uature that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften
even the heart which is habitunlly Insensible to the
ever watebful providence of Almighty God.” This
might bave been written of the blessings which have
been showered upon this country in thils last year
of grace, in the midst of so much general affliction.

In Lincoln's day it was “a clvil war of uncqualled
magnitude and severity, which has sometiimes seemed
to invite and provoké the aggresslons .of foreign
States,” yet “peace has been preserved with all na-

respcted und obeyed and harmony has prevailed
everywhere except {n the theatre of military con-
fiie. * * * The needful diversion of wealth and
streigth from the flelds of peaceful industry to the
pallinal defence has not arrested the plough, the
shullle or the ship. The axe has enlarged the bor-
ders of our settlements, and the mines, as well ot
ironand conl as of the precious metals, have yielded
even more abundantly than heretofore. Fopulation
has steadily increased, motwithstanding the waste
that has been made in the camp, the siege and the
battlefleld, and the country, rejolcing in the com-
scloisness of augmented strength and vigor, is per-
milled to expect & contlnuance of years with large
Incrtase of freedom.

‘No human counsel hath devised nor hath any
motil hand worked out these great things. * © ¢

"I has seemed to me fit and proper that they
sholld be solemnly, reverently and gratefully ac-
knovledged, as with one heart and volce, by the
wlole American people.”

In {ssuing a proclamation for 300,000 volunteers
at'fle close of 1888 the President sald:—“T address
myslf not only to the Governors of the several
States but also to the good mnd loyal people thereof,
tuvoking them to lend their cheerful, willing and
effetive ald to the mensures thus adopted; with a
view to reinforce our victorlous army now In the
tielland bring our needful military operations to a
prosperous end, thus closing forever the fountains of
geditbn and eclvil war.”

Carping Critics. _

Ina letter referring to professed Unionists whose
chiefaetivity consisted in carping at the government
Lincln wrote:—"“The paralyzer—the dead palsy—ot
the government in the whole struggle is that this
class of men will do nothing for the government,
potling for themselves, except demanding that the
govemment shall not strike its enemies lest they be
struck by-accident. * * *

“The true remedy does not lle in ‘rounding the
rougl angles of war but in removing the necessity for
war 2

“What would you do In my position? Would you
drop the war where it Is or would you prosecute it
in fulure with elderstalk squirts charged with rose-
wata! * * "

Wl 1m in no boastful mood. I shall not do more
than [ can, but 1 shall do all that T can to save
the gvernment, which 18 my sworn duty as well os
my fersonal inclination. I shall do nothing in
malle. What I deal with is too vast for maliclous

dealing.”
Reldiions of Labor and Capital.

Lioin. held that labor and capital each nad its
rights, but that labor is prior to and superior to cap-
ital. In a letter accepting honorary membership in
a workingmen assoclation he sald:—

“Tip strongest bond outside of the family rela-
tlon should be ome uniting all working people of all
natiors and tongues and kindreds. Nor sbould this
1ead |p n war, upon property or the owners of prop-
erty, Property is the fruit of labor; property 1s de-
sirable—is a positive good in the world. That some
shotli be rich shows that others may become rich,
and lence 18 just encouragement to industry and en-
terprise. Let not bim who is houseless pull 1own the
lLouse of another, but let him labor diligently and
bulld one for himself, thus by example assuring that
bis onn shail be safe from violence when built.”

Afler the nomination of Lincoln for a second term
he replied to various delegaticns. To one he saldi—
wWhit we want scll more than Baltimore conven-
tlons or Presidential elections is success under Gen-
eral Grant. 1 propose that you consthntly bear in
mind {hat the support you owe to the brave officers
and wpldlers in the fleld is of the very first impor-
tance.

Lintoln left his salary in the Unlted Btates Treas-
ury fur eleven months, When the Treasurzr polnted
out (lat he was thereby losing a large amount of
Interut he asked:—'Who is the gainer?” and being
told, "The United States,” replied, “Let it alone; the
couniry needs it more than L

Every Man Has a Right to Equality.

Abnham Lincoln asserted not that this is a coun-
try lwhich all men are equal, but that it 1s one in
whieh "every muan has a right to be equal to every
other mun.” Constautly be sought to Impress the
people with the real point in the great struggle sud
problen then before the country:—

“here s more 1m'u'l£'eﬂ than s realized. There s
fnvolwd the question svhether your chlldren and my
cildin shall enjoy the privileges we bave enjoyed.
1 beget you, us citlzens of the great Republle, not
to let jour minds be carrled off the great work be-
fore & The struggle is too large for you w e
diversl by any small -mutter.

“Wiin you return to your homes rise up to the
lieight of i generation of wen worthy of n free gov-
ernuit, and we will curry out the great work we
huve wmmenced.

o1 that caeh of you may baye an open field and
a fale chunce for your ludustry, enterprize and Intelli:
gence; (bat you all may bave equal privileges in the
riee oflite, with all Its desirable buman aspirations—
It 1s for this that the struggle should b malntained,
that we may not lose vur birthrights—not obly for
vue, bit for two or-three yeirs If neceksary.”

A D'nsidentlnl election coming in the midst of the
wiir wis an additional test, but “we cannot have free
goverunent without clections,* he observed. *lhe
strifeof the electionds but buman nature applled to
the faus of the ease. In-any future great uational
trinl, cempared with the men of this, we wlill have as
wenk wnd as strong, as silly and as wise, as bad and
as gool. But the election has demonstrated that o
people’s government can gustain a natlonal electlon In
the milst of a great civll war, It shows how strong
and sound we are.” _ :

The st paragraph of Lincoln's-second Innugural
address cannot be too often repeated:— ;

“Wilh ‘malice toward none, with' charity for all
with fironess in the right as God gives us to see the
right, it us finish the work we are in, to' blnd up

" the nallon's wounds, to care for him who shall have

porne e battle, and for his widow and hls orphans,
to do ol which may nchleve and cherlsh a just and

tions, order has been malntained, the laws have beenlasting fice among ourselves and with all natlons,”

oy




